THR SOCIALIST ‘ARTY OF GREAT BRITA IN 


RESORT OF THE PROCREDINGS OF T° 420 ANNUAL CONFERENCh HELD AT 
OT SRY ATE. i) LION SOUnTt pe : ; 
Wo Sure keer st OTH, SOTH, 


The General Socretary ealled the conference to order at 11 a.m. on 
Friday 19th April, 


Chairman - A, Price 
Vice-Chairman - A, Sneilgrove 
Tellers - Craske, Ferwick, Fiitter, 


Robertson and Wood, 
RE PORT OF THE 42ND EXRCUTIVE COMMITTEE 
E.G. ATTHNDANCES 


aon for discussion (1) - Glasgow branch, "Provincial rerresent- 
on on the #.C, 


A Glasgow delegate seid that it was not possible at proesant 
for orovincial branches to be represented on the B.C. and ~ 
conferences should discuss ways and means of remedying this. 
Travelling expenses presented no preblem, there being ampie 
funds, Other celegates said that E.C. members were not elected 
to reoresent branches, but the party, There was no solution 
with the praesent constitution of the H.C. E.C. vrocedure 
should be rovised with a view to less frequent meetings, say 
once @ month, The E.C. should deal with questions of principle 
only, other matters being referred to a General Purposes 
Committee, A central polnt other than London for E.C. meetings 
was suggested as u way out. Provincial branchos were asked to 

= put forward practical solutions 12% the next Delegate Meeting. 


hg Resolution - Thorburn and Prout (Glasgow) "That the conference 
recommends the E.%, to investigate at a and means of furthering 
provincial rapresentation on the B.C. Lost: 7=<sear. 


Item for discussion {ii} ~ Leads branch, "The E.C. to consider the 
possibility of speeding up tne baainess of their moetings and, if 
necessary, reoting more frequently, in order to avoid the lateness 
of arrival of inswers to business letters and the loss of time 
{neurred during £.C. motings due to their dealing with correspond- 
enco from non-party people" 


Leeds delegate conolained cof the time which-slapsed during the 
propaganda season in writing to thom rogarding speakers who were 
coming to Lesds. Sometimes notification was received only two 
or three days before the sposker arrived. The tlme spent on the 
Dawson business was criticised. The General Secretary stated 
that delnys wero not due to the E.C., but that manv items had 
to bdo doalt with by sub-committees, Correspondence on the E.C, 
was dealt with without loss of time. Very littla time had been 
spent on dealing with Dawson, Cugrestion was again made that a 
ways and moans committees should be get up to deat with routine 
mtlors, Other branches oxpressed satisfaction with the speed 
with which the £.C. rapnlied te corrcspnondcnce 


Item for discussion (i411) - Islington branch. "The sdvisability 


or paid mombors serving on the Excoutive Committeo" 


It was olsimed tnat paid members would be inflwenced in thoir 
decisions as they obtained their livalihood from the party. This 
was denied on tho grounds that the basis of all fomborship was 
socialist understanding. 


Resolution - Reuss end West (Hackney) "Next business” Cd. 26-11, 


— 


RRAN COMMS AWD MEMAERS) TP 


TM, a 


General Sserntery said that 550 of the total membership 
The Gener ae Ge y <Ss ? 
lived in London, 


(v) Discussion Grouse, 


yt: The Growos Secretary S520 ™ 3 tert 
Tas esllaetiois of S92 and sold wporoxk, «+ Se thems Ga 
{urine 1945, He fave other vigures on gpancs MA aert h u 
Laneas hold, 89 indoor and 29 outdoor meetings 74 been nel 
§ brane 


os nad becn formed from grouws aince theiy iucaption, 
grows “ere controlled bh: p&rty members. 


(sc) Revort of Gentral Organiser. Objection was raised to the 
Central ores r’s. 


TTiser'’s rerare ice to “wifortonats exoor.oness of 
premature esta lishment of ranches in the past’ and his claim 
that Forms 'P' usually seemed to canes) out Poms “£° end tho 
svembersiin ficures stagnate”, It was said thit over racent 
vears thare was no justification for the first ctatement, and 
that the membership figures given oy the B.C, in tho report did 
not supoort the second, The Cantral Organiser answered that 
the dancer of the premiture from=tion of brancties wea “nown 
to everyone with oxperiance of tia Darty and that he doubted 
the ucsuracy of ths membership Piguras given, no =dequate 
records being in existence. Tho General Secretary replied that 
the nembershio register was kept up to date and revised annually 
in consultation with ell of the branches and that it Wea complete 
and aesurate, The Sentral Orgunisér added that his remarks 
rogarding mimbership figures avose from hia own observation nt 
ZG, rectings when Forms "A" and "2 Weagutobmad niga Umea te 
gaid that the most serious uspect was that 6% mombors had left 
the party during the year end offorts shonia wba: 


mafie to find the 
real reason for this. 


Resolution = Lawrence and Howard (3loomsbury) "“@iat thin confer— 

ences rejects the lact paragraph in tee Cgutrebengan teen's 
renort, as it is not of the opinion thatthe view oxorescsd 
regardine stusnetion of membership Ti Umeaeeigmaec omen ay nnn 
vith tho [acta as given under the item "Spanches and mombership’” 

hadendum - Matthews and Adéms (Mdewure) 9" iaae ain teat this 
confercnce protceta azainst other inieeuradcigs in time Gentral 
Organiser's resort!” 


Zloonsbury in opening said that it waa harmiul to claim that 
the varty was stagnating when fachs and figuras proved the 
eontrary, Tho statement should have bean backed up 
and not based on casual observation, Gis Gamera sae 
urgcd that statements should not be madeuvatiomensy 


evidence and thut it would be harmful Gf the parcy 
practice an 


dolegat 
nud mde tis 

corrsst, If we approached tho quéstion in ms a 
way over 2 pyriod, it was ture tO Say thatthe ms 
grown to 4 creat oxtont, 


* 
CROBR OF BULINSSS, £ Sloomsbury delegawe asted teu 
eo ~ 

bo allocated for tie Tt seuss 


‘ion of "Items for 
xvii and xviii, 
Resolution - Howard and Lawrence (@loomstury) 
discussion xvi, xvii and zyiii! be eanen 
There vas a short diseuesion on this m 
motion to hear Comrade Turner waa @ 
Resolution - Lawrence (#loomsbur¥) Gnd 


voto bo taken" 6a, 35-5. The reso 


reanis:r (Cont,) The adlondum was guovort~ 
it som Sstatonents rorurding the propasod 
s nrench ro inaseurate. This proposal had 


one member only and was opnesed by the othar 
C ch, When the Gonoral Socretary was anked if 
. oO i not | nd un inuccurate report ho ro lied that 
suld have to ba very good rensons for altoring tho 
of an offieinuluelected by the party, The Sentral 
rv d th. t tw took very critical attitude to figures 
ries in books Thoy did not tally with his own visits to 
ranches, He was dissatisfied with tho progrsssg 
p ing should be dons to find out why nembors loft 
the varty, Ho surceeted that war-time conditions hud palyod 
hoir vert in cuusing a fluctuating membership, 


addendum was Lost 17-21. 


resolution was Cd. 355-14, 
Item for diseussion (xvi) - Bloomsbury, "Tho party and its task 
in ¢ i diate future i ; 
It for disaussion (xvii) - Edewarc, "That party activities 
“over & numoor of yours having beaon shown to bo rolatively inoffect- 
) ivo, an 11 out effort now be made to becomo known nationally by 
: inereased local activity supported whore nocessary from Head Office 
and ty any other methods soprove) by the conicrence” 
ite for discussion (xviii) - Gamberwoll, "Thia conference notes 
t ov of propriss among the -ndustriel saction of the working 
class %ad s thut steps bo taken to remody this defect by wide- 
spread »sroparand over and whecover opportunity presents itself" 
Tho elegate in ovuning reforred to 2 memorandum 
his bra nad culated to other branches vrior to the 
confere:ce for cunsidcration in conjunction with their item for 
discussion, Tho biggest single barrier to our brog*cssa was that 
so many had nover heard of us. The drive mist ho to mke our 
selves known nationally, In the past we had hid financial 
: hundicaps but more money is availahle now, We must get into the 
y provincial towns and thus into the provincial press, Great strides 
| could be made if we could orranise ‘propaganda in areas such as 
Weweastle, Liverpool, Shafiield, S.¥. Lancashire etc, South 
Vales itself offerea a vast fiogld, London was relatively well 


served with volentary propagandists and as an immediate 
practical provosition fhe avpointment of two provincial 
orrainisers was suggested, The next step should be to publish 
mor pamphlets and issue a fortnightly "S.5.",  rrangements for 
the latter sto1ild be mide now so that when paper restrictions 
were removed there would ba no delay, We must “lso endeavour ta 
publish the socialist classics and make all enquiries relative 
to codyright, vublication costs etc. It was recognised that 

the expansion of activities wuggested would make heavy demands 
on Horad Office organisation but there wore members who had the 
qualifications for this work and who would be willing to do it 
on ® voluntary basis, The publicstion of a fortnishtly “s.¢." 
would render possible the appointment of «a literature sales 

arent, If we mudce ourselves known nationally within the next 
three yoars there would be rrexut revercussions in Great Britain 
and abroad, The E.C, shoufid thorowhly so into the whole 

question and prosent the party with 4&4 rovort on possible future 
actions, The Edgware branch ugreed with Bloomsbury's suggestions. 
The party should bo set a definito programmo as at tho North 
Paddington election, There should be more activity in the 
branches and not 30 much relilanca on Head Office. Etraet 
canvassing with the "S.¢,.", write-uvs to tho local tress and 
personal contacts and appoals wore recommended, Hackney brunch 


Resolution - Clark and T, Judd (Isiington) “Next Business” 


Resolution = Nehan and Ross (Hackney) "That in view of the content— 


Resolution ~- Mertons and Dickinson (Manchester) “That the vote 


Stoagread ony with the suemeste® fortnightly 2B as teas eonid 

ba an untodies] ag a monthly ono, and sonsiderahle Cinanetal 
resources would be required for gxtensive advartising. A 
Mapylevone dslecate endorsed the general suageztions of Bloomsbury 
but slaimed that they were not ao oasy to out into 2ractice, 

Gorld wa sisseed in setting members to tuke 1) time posi@ins in 
the oroviness? There were diffisulties in Pinanecw and accomnod= 
ation, The attitude of tha f,c, on finanes did hot sucourage 
menbers to come Porward, There was mo difficulty im getting 
yrovinclal members to du tha work, but they needed sunport, e 
should aim to vroduce the same amount of activity in the srovinses 


ag in London, 


Lost by a lares miority, 

Cambearyell questioned the composition of the varty ruther than 
its methods, The mijoritty or the varty Were not ‘nduatrial 
workers, ond werhad no inflnence In the Trade Union movement. The 
"S45." could be compurod to the "Now Statesman") Southena said 
that the Publicity Com ittee's report shoted why wo ¥ére not 
widely known whon it was seen that proposed advertising in Trade 
Tnion journals had fallen throurch owing to the failure Gf tue aU. 
Advisory Committee to take action &.”, London said that our 
task to-day wis procisely the same as it Was forty years ago; 
althouch theve night be some variation in the manner in weein it 
has to be performod, We had done a graat deal in the Last few 
years in the way of issuing pamphlets on matters Of immediate 
interost, “hy co to the provinees when there is #6 mmeh work to 
be done itn London?’ Everyone of our members should be an undaid 
propagandist, & second Bloomsbury delega=e regretted that so 
much of the discussion had revolved reund the rival claims of 
London and the vrovinces for paid propxgandists, Their memoran= 
dum should encourgge members to write for the party, West Ham 
said that London branches should be able to look after their own 
prooursnda, The 550 London members should oroduce 60 or 40 
speakers, S3ranciies should now go ahead along these Jines now 
that war conditions hid gone, West Ham branch wore attempting to 


hold their own Speakers! Glass. : 


ious and lengthy nature of 'Items ror Gdiseussion xvi, xvii and 
xviit' a mesting be called of varty members, aid #12) these nbove 
items as “ell as the memorandum of Blcomsbury branch be consider 


thereat" 


Hackney said that nothing conerete would come out of "this 
discssion and the conference had a very heavy agenda to deal 1 
In opposition it was pointed out that provincial members could 
bo present at the party meeting. 


taken" Gd, 35-9, . 
The rasolution was then Lost 15=37, 


Paddinzton said that oaid sapsa%ers were no solutio 
problem of gatting the necessary work done, The whole 
membershiio should get on with the job. St  presene | 
mambors were doing varty work, Propaganda st=tlons 
wera falling into disuse because sogakers were not 
Members could be urged to take up writing amd spoa 
up to the reshors themselves, and 4? the party want: 
cropisinda, members nust become sumakers, The cal 
Saddington was different, There we had three mon 
do a certain job, A alicgato said that 3 
the Sloomsbury memorandum out go far on 
kanshostor said that they nad recantly 
having sold 500 "S.S." 4n a few days, To 


oe Pr earrnee ee 
Pago 5, 


tho oonortunity of hourtne our speakers, but this wan not so in 
t srovinees, It was not sufficient Just to hava a fortnightly 
Yeio.",° It should toe mora simoly written and tho atepaien should 
be inked up with factoryv gate moetines, Glaargew asked that we 
should not oppo: London to the provincos but consider where tho 
s3t pesnlts wonld be odtuined, Glasfow had held nearly three 
mectines a waok for twalvo months ard ti Ls was wricla poosinls by 
the hard work of the members, The’ would orufer to sec the monthly 
"g " brpoucht to a hichor standard before starting a fortnightly, 


other Munchester delegute xsked tie B.C. to assist provinejnl 

branches in carrying out prosiugundsa., They shovld have co-ordinated 
the offorts of branches nour wach other like Eeclsa and Mainshester, 
There was somotiine wrongs with the party's approseh and presente 
ution of ita poliey, ven exvorienced socaverg nonotimes failed 

to deal adaquately with the immediate oroblenms of tha working 
Glass, In-sufficient attention wis »,aid to the Prede Union move- 
ment, Now methods of vropagind: wero roquirod ua ut eresent only 


a small minority of the workers uttended potiticn] meetines. The 

theoreties] ve! of our literiture was not high enough for 
litically minded worvers, und not sinvie cnourh tor the others. 

The party's most wortant teak should be tag vrodusa Jiteraturoe 
dily undarstooa hy those who lad very Little political knowe- 

ledize , 

Resolution =- Georce 1d D'Arcy (Bloomsbury) "That this conferance 
declares that the i 2diate task confonting the »varty is that of 
making it well own nationally, and calls upon the ©.C, imaediat— 


cly to consider and issue a revort for the futumn Delegute Meating 
on ways of oreanisine to this end” 


Bloomsbury said t at the %.9. had the svailable miterinl, und : 
they cold .sily tarry out the terms of tha resolution. Dartford 
said that our tes was to make socialists, and thet socialiam 
could no 3 forced on the workers, The resolution sought to f4nd 


some quick way, 
Resolution - Sovie (Southend) and Glurk (Islington) "Yet the vote 
be taken CH, 28-12. 
The rosolut 6 on wis Cu, 45-0, 


Resolution - Mertons ued Dickinson (Manchaster) "Theol this confarence 
requests ie B.C, to anooint 1 conimittco for the a+ucific purynose | 
of orminicing and supervising orovineial propag*nda" Cd, 20210, ' 


, 


Ahn GDB NT TO RULes 


Ss. Landon yrnch, Rule 1, Line 9, "Peleta sentence berinning 'The 
ia; TL issvepocet and (asa Tine H.C, shall annu liv igene to 


each aie a combined rules and mombarship cord, showing the name, 
address, the registorod number, date of enrolment nod inre of branch, 


The charred for such curd being Sd.'" Cd, 38-41, 
S.”. London branch, rule Ling ©. "Insert after 'Tressuvar! 


Weeistent Treusurer™: — Alate: 


a Ineton *ransk, Rule ne 5. “Delete the word ‘and! in the 
1ird Tfr0 one en ae ae aa “Word 'Trustess! ',.e 2nd Ghairmsin and 


Ving Ogee, an dio shall praside ut os Delemite NMeetines and 
Special Party Meetinea,'" Lost 9- 


PROPAGANDA 
matin < 
Reso: ntiou = Finnie aad Paynes (Padeingeton) "“"Yeat this conference 


recommenca the IC, to make ap ramvements for conmmencinre mid-day 


es at “ineoln's Inn Pialds and Serestord SyuUerea, and uilso 
extend mid-d.y meatings" 


a 94 1 ’ ti ° pe ‘ a re te m 
(a) 1945 Dore: sate Meeting reoonmcdatian on Lincoln s inn Plelds 


nverg gonia bo reimbursed 


~ hee a: 
In supvort tt was cloimed thaw : tiage meetines, Towar 


any workiog time lost throuch atte NOL 


Hill should algo be reovenen, 
The resolution was 64, &9-) 
et £ law Outdoo 

(b) 1945 Da lena tea Moe ting 3 re Comme: nde te ei on | ac ft ror et 2 oor 
Snonet6. proderk 
PRE THT ION (p) - ross and Nehwn (Hackney) “That the verty resotme 
the decision of tho E.G, onasted at sho 42nd wating, requiring 
menbors to pass a spankera’ teat before boing “Liowe? to rpeak 


outdoor mectines® 


Hack: 
availahla ¥ 


iey gitd that this re®@eindmeant wonid mabe more soeakers 

Rye 1 Eee Oo thou Ay t) that tie brinahes Wore Bel Ime & 
jud ao OL tie cupabiiities or thoeaiy membors. lot ie hem Pare in 
fervour of the resolution as 4¢ would help small braneclies without 
oxporlenond cooakers, Newport raised tha question of orovinelal 
brenow:s who had no eduri¢neced soemvera ann ae mambors wore 
unable oo ta wu the pistform @t ay, Bhe Genernil Secretary said : 
that the E.G. hed recognistéa thigiaigmenlty in the set ard had ' 

| pemiltthod Glasgow members to spouk outdoors provided on oxSerionced 
membor, not noeessarlly & sneaver, was fscsent. Weet Ham celuimed 


thet amole ooportuntty was aveilahle to members to tale the test 
‘ if thoy wore Keen on speaking, Islington summested that members 
who wanted to speuk could start oa Ghadrman, 
The resolution was Lost 17=49, 
PARTIES AROS) 


Resolution =~ Lusticman and Sillines (Paddineton) 'That this confer~ 
ence recomy-nds the H.C, to dFfovids for Gonference and ee 
mestines a more detailed rauort, on the overseas varties, ineluding 
activities, membership ete,” _ 


The Qrorsess Secretary said that HumeP Gal ss Gren ti sor one 
overseas vartics was not known, and SiigeesiemestetG st Or Glioma ane 
heins this informe tion was not ef over-riding iadortance bub that 
caneral inforsation on activities Step would propabis be more 
useful, 

The resolution was Cd, 35<0, 


said that it would help if rembers with 7 
or grougs abroad wonld vase the inform 
ation on to him, ‘This was in snswer to) a question Yecerd:, : 
g@rouvs in India, le added that R, Naboulez (France) wae axpected 
at the conference to rive a revort on activities on the Gontine 
M, Guillen (Dublin) gave a brief necount Cf Dossibitities Fm ma 
There were two or turec well now propa meicaiaee nonce 
and 2 symouthetic audience could be puarancecd 32 spsakers con! 
bo sent over, i 


: erseas Secretary 
imowledrce of Suneene Sars 


, e 


DUG: "LON 
(a) 


u,0, Library, One of the party Dibrartans said 
boows in the library was availaole Ange cmem, weed 
i permission, books could be lent to members in che 

(6) HO, Classos, The question of a Corpesponderncs 
wriiing for members in the provinees Was Paisea, 
EBditorial Gormittee said thai 
aco, but it involved 
The Uditorisl Coumittee however, 
they aimed to send comwnts on tli ip amemenge 
was difvticult to keas up to Gite Wat aees 


Classas, af & number of mombare 


was cone into abont 
too mosh work for the members con 
prevared notes for wri 
fo now vri 
It was su 
tliat tutors should be sent to prenshes for the purpose 
found it aiferyoult 


that a 1: 
the E.G, 
proving 


course 
A member 


Item for discussion (xx) - Manchestor branch, “Tho party's attitude 
to tho transition neriod" 


A Manchester dologute said that the views exvressed by party 
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members on this matter ourht to be conditional, and timt it was 
‘rong to hold rard and fast views. Som: thought thet caoitalism 
woulda f-o on under nomaal conditions with an ever inevossing number 
of workers supportine socialism and thon taine over, It was quite 
possible that whon the workers tid take over things would not be 
sy and comfortablo. No definite answer could he given to thoss 
Oo wante« to know precisely what wag soing to take solace. bocanuse 
t conditions that would exist at the time could not be “nown now, 
A mber of the Editorial Committee said that there conld be no 
useful discussion unless the delegates took account of the position 
nk + party have always taken, what Manchester disacreod with in 
t}.is, and what sugecstions they could make. An articl® in tne 
January "5.5." on the subject had not put the view that there 
yonld be an abrupt transition without giving an explanation, The 
chance would be ubrupt in the sunso that one dey the workers would 
be without control of tho machinery of government for socialism 
1 tho noxt dav with it, The general view outside the purty was 
that the transition period as sometime prior to the ostablishment 
of socinlism, This was the Labour Party attitude, and they hetd 
that the transition veriod was actually taking place now, It was 
difficult to satisfy outside workers on the question of what would 
be done after the capturo of governmental power, but party speakers 
did not usunily havo any difficulty over the subject. fs a numbor 
of members wore probably not familiar with past party diacussions 
and statements in the "S.S." on the subject, it might be as well 
for Manchester branch to disenuss the "2S." article referred to 
and circulate = merorandum to branches if they disagrecd with it. 
S.W, London delegate said that there would be no transitional 
period, out cconomic changes resulting from the omancipation of the 
workin glass, A non-delegate said that the phrase ‘transitional 
period! should not be used, tho seriod would be one of roeconstruct— 
ion on a socinlist basis, Leeds delecate raised the question of 
ponsibility of workers in one country gaining power with workers 
in other countries lagging bohind. A West Ham delegate said that 
sosialists olected in a mjority to Parlianont could not continue 
the wapus avestem, When there was a majority of socialists in one 
country thor: would be large minorities in the others, Glasgow 
claimed that dovolopment 411 over the world was more or less 
similar and example in one country would act as a spur abroad, 
An Ealing delegate stated that 1t waa now necessary to conceive of 
gucialism taking place at a time of world deprossion and shortage, 
and that it was no longer always »ossinie to ell onquirgrs that 
thuro was always plonty und that there was no neod for anyone to go 
without what they needed, A Glasgow delegate said treat cven if 
sociulism was established immediately after a war, the agricultural 
resources would be largely untaoped and vroduction and distribution 
would be the least of our troubles, A non-dlogate from Manchester 
thought that the party attitude on the question was not clearly 
ataicd, The January "S.S." said that we agreed with Marx and Engels 
on tho subject, Iv so wo mist also ugree with the transitional 
period as. described in "The Critique of the Gotha Programme”, There 
could bu no basis for tho claim that thore would be no dictatorship 
of the proletariut., The problems of the workers wore not the same 
111 over the world, There wis an unogua) economic development and 
the nozt economic crisis would leave one set of workers loss woll 
off than the othors, The »solitical level of tho Amurlean working 
Gluss woo lower than that of the British, Our propagandists were 
not doaling adequataly with tho question on the platform, 


a 


tran onvet in dis ena 
So nbars 380d t d j 1 a flurto :r) t 
mrie} £m (5100 ury 
ae = ° ( ape ) = t ; rt ih 
1 ily ly spo } ) } 
further discussion $d, 32-30, 
acs QO Gl ture of power 
C sbure delegate ole it & ef tai 5 6 eet ea 
Ld bo a mamber of oroblems to solve. a pan to pert ue 
1 th might be nocagaary Tf the y 8s i - t 
6.0. London dglogate said 6 tw wor 


, 7 * it m , sate 
. sonfused etth “tranaformtion e« he St 
. “ Ve ’ PV 
coeron, Skploitataon wos cowry patie * ao 8 
4 wii < 
P and in the course of tine thic muet »reaHee 


aA non=dea etate said that the whole qgugatton 
y arty polley au hed been urgad, althowsh it was @ 
ttar of t sting speavul: tion and aq sims an, Party oolley 
nincd at ork iM nm tie machinery of gavarnsent for soot: ism, 
nen this bad trken plece the fask of the Socielict Purty waa 
nished, The job o7 reconstructing society on ita new hais 


1d then devolve on tho workers, Tha digenssion on the woeven 
love Lopme nt of eipttalieon failed to take into aceount ‘he titern- 
tional charactor of the socialist Tevement, Wo slraeay hed Sha 


vinnines of this ave in the fatupe the working olea would act 


internationally althourh rox trioted by capitalist national barriers, 
a4 varyilic lovols of underat Landing of the workers of atfferd as 


Co WAS consider: bly exaerore ted , ft Marylebone celogate 
= ‘op move deoutes of thia kind, These probiams were not us 
easy as they seered, Our objoct wks ag much economic as political, 


0 did not exist just for the purjose of caoturing voliticsl power, 
ra a political party “ecauae elase etrum les were Ea tee 
n said that no orinciole was involved, but party speakers 
that there would be no trangitiensl period and cluining 
1c party position, A mamber of the Hditorial Committes 
‘id that A Manchester a emohasised tnat tne transition 
period was after the worke had taken power, other contributors 
} dvealt largely on the aitrioulties of getting political power, 
It vas obvious that the statements made in the "&.5." over a 
number of years were not known to #11 contibutors. Our view was 
that it was a waste of time to worry about what was 7oing Go happen 
after bowor had been obtained, Economic problems arising then 
would be solved intorasxtionally and we onnnot say now what 
seided, When dealine with tho "Dictatorship of the Prole 
as put forward by Mark we referrad to Engels! preface to 
"Civil “ar in France", A West Ham delegate pointed t 
ernitulist class itse]f was becoming more 2nd mere ir 
in cghirastor, A non=delerate sugsested that the a 
nittons 1 cavitiiist development was offset by thew 
hich socialist jdcas cuined acceptance, Whon other 
rehieas to "transition" they meant merely a change 
itself and not the change from e2pita#lism to social 
Gavherwell ddlicgato said that if there was a depress 
soeiulism was established thore would have to be & 
doal with tt, A socond —— of the Edjtorial & 
that it had novyer been survested that tha change 
to socialism would ba a amogiat one, but that inte 
would know ho# to decal wit the problems of dist: 
Iven to-day the working elass did @11 the ne cose 
A Manchester delegate in winding-wh said that i 
the varty oo 14ion was that there was 16) “trang 
Some mombers took an over-simplifigd view of 
this mide our propaganda seem unconvincing, 
that there would bo a change over-night in 
mont of capitalsim would load to greater 


4 
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rn ris T Tigcamee 
Se Se oa Fee : 
{ 
OUln7 (Trance) was spesent and was cranted ureancy 
V9 ! ey m3 082, ranoriad tint ti isre very wood 
yagtes aby 1, Ve gre re eting weekly in Paria, one 
mele ong in Str our, oved to contict synputhiserae 
; aca in aontact wi ec 7," jemocratisehe 
in Gad r 1d, wo ra vary interastad 4 our, point of 
: + 9) f liteesiuve srowid be esent, 
tax L to 4 a ye-ce, 
- in (Sr,) 4 4ghel1] "“Ppat thas cumffearence send 
to scorrades on fF Gata TEs G Sledigés 
} i ts ower to Wer iy nn ice Mmeagrcary 
" Ch. 4 : 
Ping j (c ab ) 
t ¢ rétheyr naid spo ent, Mo action. 
yet Oo Wwivities of Provineial Pro 


lve t/Orvaniece, 
tiis conrerence 4 


t otion @#£.G, tn a»polnting a provineinl propa= 


/orenix rma of peverence being oreviously drafted 
LG 2 } wens eid 
= Laer:  “Add,.. ‘and thet in rpesoect of aus pada 
onition, of veference should first be submitted to | 
1A oft : 
: 
: Ta £ leesta rerrettod trret thore had been so little co-oper=- 
, tion when I pwas in thoir area, He had aoparently beon sent ! 


: 5 {n orsarntsation of oroparanda but very little had 
lane, Laeas were not advised of the terms of relerence which 
t t 1 had been given to him and moat of what they heard 
ihout hie activities was merely by heresay. Tho considered that 
11 this could have beon svoided if terns of reference had becn 
issned to branches, The expericnco in Leeds hud borne fruit when 
tor nt to Glasgow with dofinito instructiona to the Glasgow 
ranch to or igo his vrosrnian , 
The «act um was Cd, 44={17, he sul, Ba. Cd, Sae245 
(o) Propaganda Statistics. Wo action, 


solution - Matthews and Adams (Hdgwere) “That this conference 
Qcplores the fact that the Proonranda Comrittoe did net arranze 


tay indoor tings in the GSontral London area on Sunday nichts 
during tt past winter season ind recommends the #.G, to mike 
meator ‘orta in that direction in the future” Lost tmBA, 


Resolution - Billing and Waltoys (Paddinvton) "Phat thie conference 
recom winds > Ppoousanda Comittee to undeavour to “prance for 
party spoaxers to nddress more ! 


other ore inieations', bierticularly 
Youth stubs" hed, 


R 280 Lut fon - ‘qumg and Matthows (Bdeware) "Phat the B.C, = oe 
od to sousider the apnoiniment of courade who wild vila on 
request, hranshes In origr to sive ogeastonal area Me a 
rw he o% in the ruming oF branches spears alessos" Lost 3-290; 

Item for disenasion (iv) 


ae) 


dranch, No actiow, 


 ———— 


Item for Qisensaton {(v) lisckney oransh, 

Nesolaution = > Toran und Ui=m:.on (Cirelney) "That the party sconatider 
sotting we a committee to explores all the possibilities of aytenaes 
ing propavanda especially in view of ths present finuseial peseureas 


Pava ] 
=: 


Jackine: claimcd that the varty should not hold more zo } 
wae nescesary to pay routine accounts 4 nd th t the na jor par ‘7 
the 1ONneYy held should i pent in procuring more Literature 
sis. Against the resolution it was 
xisted for the ourvoses stated, 


paying further propagend?t 
the a committee alrsnudy a4 

Resolution Lost &-32, 

The question of winter outdoor propayarids was raised, and 
apposition was expreaced to tie views of the Central Ore isem 
euttine down provagenda during tea winter sonths, . Exomples Wome 
siven of susesssful winter outdoor tectines which wore valuable 
in assistine the successful running of indoor mectings, 


asciution = “Wertons (Manchester) and Howard (Bloomshury) "That 4 
ites (5) 'literature' be taken first thing after lunch on sunday" © 
Aed, ‘ 
- 

MISCSLLAWE OUS Hae TONS 


3 LUVION (G) - Mattvows ond Adams (Gdeware) “That in vicw of the 
incressincg administrative work of the Dapty ald that im order that 
the wort of the ourty ean be carried Gut more efViciently, a rull—tame 
or partetine prid Head Office assistant be appointed forthwith" 
[NDMINY = Howsrd snd Lavrence (Bloomsbury) 'PHAt this confesonee 
1s of the opinion that for the time being the party should be able . 
to find voluntcers to deal with the administrative work of the party 
at Head Office ‘nd that a full or vurt-time Mead Office assistant 
should only be 


sppointed efter éveny Gh Om Geet ele cecomn ide 

volunt ‘s for this rk" 

ACTSKDME LT - McLauehlin (Sr,) and Lockwood {SW ihondon) "“Tyat in Ene ( 
Ooinion of this sonforencs npoointments of thismcharacten shoulda in | 
the Pirst place be the msponsibility ofeunemamonm. 


Thg General Secretary said that the Que@etion of mesietancamen. |. 
Hoad Sffice ‘ies at oresent under review by the B.C, FEloomsbury 
sur-entod t{ a tyovine vool could easily bé Organised and that 
literature distrivution was baing dealt with adaq@uate ly son a 

voluntary basis, The ovynent of further propagandists should be 


considcred of orimary imvortance., Edgware et eiieuiat 11 sascbonsn we 
provaranda erforts were to 5 


e 
ne mide soething would have to he done 


to cope with the inorersed Head Office Bork which would be 
inavitadie, 


S.¥. London amendment Lost 23s " 
Bloomsbury wendment Cd, 41=21, 
Sub, res Cd, 43-16, 


“a 


RESCLUTION (H) ~ Clary und T, Judd (Islington) “Bhat the clan 


Conference Steandinz Orders roferring to & vote Cl Giraction 
Chairman be deleted” 


Islinzston were of the view that onec conferenea had 
corricence in 4 chairman they shorliG apDvGint AnotnGr Go 
delegate said that the Standing Order as Dritned 2b pre 
dend conicrences to lenethy discussions on fine points 
* eood chairman would always accaat direction from the o 
Uy to a point, Against the res lution 10 was claimed 
objoct of the Standing Order was to enabia conretonce 
the services of a chaimnun even if they @ieaemeed wat 
particular issue, Farther it wimed at voetine comp); 


of tho conterenee in the hands of the dulegatas. 
Revolution was Lost 27-29; 


PUBLIC TTY 
The Goneral Secretary 


was askod why nothin 
the proposel sent to the Trade Union Adv? ? 


Pace 11 


ok sularistne trade union heanehes inviting lectures from our 
TOG kers, He repli rd 43 ot or 3 


° 6 time tris comaitteo fad not 
active, 


PIMC 


ots tement of Accounts for Ver ending Sb,368.45, Ho action, 
Tens of interest In Statement of Acesounts , 
] we) ~ Heelas Leyton) ana Lavrence (floormhury) “rat no 
chi Se Allowed to hold woes then £30" 


Leyton considered that branes funds over £50 should be out in 
comuion Pool at Lend Orfiee for 6 use of brauchas in naad. 
ainst the pesolution it was eaid that octive vriuches might 

need more than £50 for their work, “or gxanmplo « branch contem= 


jlutine an election e Meicn 
my 


1@ resolution wor Lost 7-60, 


MESCHLLA' TE US RESOLUTIONS (CORT) 


RUS OLITION (I) = Dic’rinson and Rinne (Manchester) "That this 
conference instructs the ©.C. to request the Editorial Committee, 
or & committee appointed ad hoc to invite sucrestions for a2 modern=- 
isation of the vordine of the Declaration of Principvles* 


Manchester pointed to wording such as “master cliss” and 
“muster under its banner" as examples of the cut-ot-date wording 
used, This mide it difficult reading for newcomers to the party. 
A\exinst the resolution it was said that the Declaration of 
Princivics was a masterptece of condensation, and even if it were 
re-svorded the fresh worging would in time become out of date. 

The resolution was Lost 11-34, 


RESOLUTION (J) - 2owie and Sottis (Sonthenc) "Thei; the B.C. be 
instructed to secure a supvuly of food quality party badges as soon 
as possible” 


Southend regretted bringing this to conference but had been 


. compelled to do so owine to the failura of the #.C. to takes action 
“ in res%onse to thoir requests. Party badgos hud.a sonsideracie 
propaganda value and should bo available to “embers, 
; Rosolution ~- Lawlor (Camberwell) and Kobertson (Hackney) "That the 


vote be taken" Lont 21-88), 
There was further brief discussion, 
Resolntion Lost 19-57, 


MISORLLANSOUS ITEMS FOR DISCULS ION 


Item for discuseion (xix) - Manchester branch "The Party's attitude 
to the discovery of atomic energy” 


Manchester said that very little lad appeared in the "3.5." 
dealing with the implications of the discovery of atomic energy 
adolicd to warfare and industry, Some party speakers toor the 
view that there was nothing out of the ordinary in this discovery, 
and others that it meant the end of human society. The party 
should make careful investigttions and ley down a slear position 
on tho suhbjoct, A Marylebone delagate enid that the whole theory 
of politics and economies might he affected ny this develooment 
and it miaht be necesuary to review tha whole of tne nosition in 
regard to Marxian economies, Another Manchester dolecate said 
that waite his branch had brourht forward this item, they did not 
necessarily have any sug-astions to offer, A member of the 
Editorial Comnittes said that aclenticts themselves nec sot yet 
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Gini o 18 epocarmd 1% scm wenlipe Aid not mee 
% : b tary oem aan ant Selo Were VEST SGC 

3 . Tire was no gumranico taat 
atomic pom. There was & serch 
£ ouiston on che whole question. 
(5) FER 


st ea 


ts 2 
» 
2 ; 
3 
wed 
ry 
& 


ain 


' 
on “teg =. Comite . “int tips 
0 #5potm R68 committce to 
atvle of tho 's, oot with & viow to altering 
ion ots, to more in m@epine with modern methods 


forenes resolution on fortnightly "Sis, No action 
{e) 1948 So 


1aG 


rpasolution on topies) pamphlets. 


ind Adama 


Edciara) "That this conference 
mohlet to materialise as 2 result of the 
solution on 'tovical pamphlets! is 'TIs Labour 

t the wey to Soetalism?', and sugsests that consideration 
ha piven to th: production of short vamohiots on the following 
mbjeots - 'India', 'Paleettne', "Gorman eeeioes 
Unamnloymeant! + 

on ad Rr: 


Amind ip (Baling 
Mnamploymant'!,..... Uae le hnersy? 
Amondmant Cd. 18-8, 
Sub, roa, Cd, 29-0, 
(dd) Party 
———t 


'Puture of | 
id so on' 


ant - Curtis 


"Insort after ‘Future of 


mbllestiors (Editorial). 


Ronolution = Clurk (Islington) and J, ore (West) lam) "Thats 
bho reqnuestad to investigate the possibilities of revising 
writing old Pamphlets bafore reprinting, such as Nos, 9 and 
"Sootal lam" und “The Socialist Party, its Primeioles and 


Islington naid thet the statisties and the rofere ces W 
oom 


lotaly out of date. ‘The Editorial Committes replie 


vory limited mimber of members could do high 
work of roviaion, 


y 
und tha time of the Edttorlal Co 
fully taken up with the "S,0," and new pamphlets, | 
lurgor Bditorinl Comiuittes would help to solve the b 
reply wis given that the reverse wags the caso, 
do-ontad mambers to do sertaia work,” 


The rosolution was Cd, 39-0, 


Rosolution - Mortons 


and Hopwood Ly semmn oe 
recommends that tn future, party oamph! be 


simple and voonlar style even at the risk of 
with the subject as fully as hitherto" 


Page 15 
Honchoster said that axtensiy 
. : ‘Re : 78 Quotations map - 
3 wieldy ang not easily understood by wieetniaent eee 
Vest lam del@gatemsaid thet economics con 5 BME in 


. 1d not bd tins } 

simplisy form @Wroverly exolained at tie sare ‘Aisi ee yster 

should give @xampdes Of what they wanted, Manchostos renli A 

that theyenea gained their improsnion ass rosult of dimct. 

contact with workers b sanvassinr, ~~. 
Rosolution Lost 12-18, 


Resolution = Matthews and Adans (Edewors) "That t) 


1 sx re 1G iS 
Of) the Opinion that tho poriod of time between sending the copy 
Gcemther eee." to tho wrintor and the production of the 'S.S,' is 
too dowe ind that efvorts should be made to roduce ti.is riod to 


fourteen days at tho most" 
Rosolution — lawrence (Rloomsbury) and VY, herr (Wast Ham) “WMext 
business” Gd. by 4 large majority. 


A mambor of the Editorial Cormittee asked for the views of 
Gonferenno on the use to which additional paper supplies sould be 
put if the allocation was increased within tho n xt few fonths, 
Should it be ueed to increase the size of the .8&.', incresso the 
oiroukation, or to oublish more pamphicts? 


= a > =e Eg tg Pe T Jah tury, 
Resolution - McLaughlin (2.W, London) and Williams (Iowisham) ‘That 

the quastion of tho use ny survlus paper ti-:t say bocome 
available be left to the discrotion of the E.C, Agd, 


} 
} 


I Mo t+ Wd Ur.» thi farm 

Resolution - Adams and Matthows (Edgware) ihat this conference 
recommends that 20,900 rooics of the leaflet "Introducing the 
igi <2 ke vrint a" A a. 


(c) Publications from J. A. Dawson,, The General Secretary stated 


that a Puli statement had now been received from tne Socialist 
Party of Australia dealing with Dawson and that % copy of this 
statoment had boon circulated to all branches a few days prior to 
the conference. 


Rosolution - Michell d Whale (Bloomsbury) 'mhat this conference 
recomronis the E.C,. to circularise all branches récerding their 
relationship wt J. A, Davson informing them of his non-socialist 
retivi ah 

Bloomsbury i that members wero still distributing 
Dawson's literature to the public and tho E.C. shovld make o clear 
stat nt on tho position, The General Scoritary said that the 
E.C.'s relations with Dawson wero determined by tha position taken 


uo by the Socialist Party of Australia, und it was improbable 
thet members would continue to distribute his literature to the 
public or sond him letters for oublication after reading the 
statoment referred to previously. 

Resolution was Lost 12-22, 


RESOLUTION (A) - Adams and Matthews (Edgware) "That the B.C. set up 
a sub-committee of three members with a knowledge of design and lay- 
out to be responsible for the vroduction of cover designs for any 

futuro pamphlets the party may publish" : 


Consi rable criticism was levelled at resent cover desisns and 
examples were Y2assed reund of what was considered to be suitable 
lay-outs, The General Secretary rexd a letter the =.C, had 
recently sent to Ed-ware branch explaining the aifficulties of 


producing cover designs which would moot with the aoproval of ail 
or most mombers, 


Resolution = Lawlor ( Camborwell ind R : te ee tmp, - 
vote be then” ga. aa ) obertson (Hackney) "That tho 


Resolution was Cd, 42-16, 


’ 


ee ys a (iineknoy) "Theat * pew) wd 
¢ {8) =~ Robo ; : 1 foaptied th"! 
yo Wap orictni Glace! be orinted "ot a 
~ Gurtie and ®ol] (Bag) teat fortrwith' be deleted 
' Ts sinie!' inserted 
Gia id that they bad had tin Item on the Srende for a 
1 a Sc ae noShine had papvened, Could the wvyiation be 
gee mA ae + Wittorinl Gormttice? Paddineton uwsnted an 
7 “sumblet writien as lo any evant pevision would be 
: E 1s poevritine, Ith was seved wheather revisdon was 
% 4, Yond us this bad boen stated in tho report to the 
ite tine, A — of tyw Maitorisl Gommlttea anid thet 
i ‘o sueTaring from cranh orgssura of work ot Gee momont; 
: Wat hind a boon corsidered fer some mountns past. 
: ‘A. ele . "Or. Gd. 48-8 0. 
te (G) - Robertson and Yobius (iisekmoy) “That the party 
every offort to acquire bookshop iu Gontral London" 
'. Grose (Palmers Croan) and “4ipatrick (Marvlehone) "That 
roneo is of the opinion that branches whors possible should 
aoquin kehops in their own districts and not centrilise” 
wit Lost 9-51, Rasolution Lost 18-Gl, 
(9) BLRGTORAL ACR IVIRY 


—_—_—— 
3 


ausston (x) Bxecutive G 


t 


sine inery for sontesting as lnree a number of constituencies 
5s 1 Bleetion aa p oneibte"™ 
The ion (') Bxecutive Comaitthas "The desiretiity of the 
yarty con ine tho next Cenora] Ulection even should it be found 
that tv rich meghinery ts sot 2dequrite ti ¢ooe With tae bases In Vv 
t corstitucney or conetituenciss chosen" 
wy disanasion (xii) Executive Gommittas "In future sariiament] 
at a shall arliamont py candidate, elaction seqnt and 
ar’ tery ¢ itice be nominated oy the >raneh In the conetituensy 
in t ms vo before tho #.c,* F 
solution = Toll and Brewer (Ealing) “Wei Ciesegiene acne ec letenan 
fit party mosting ¢ @.lled te discuss clesctoral action which now 
s,Gar as ite for age Jug, %. XL and zii bo not discussed 
a corference But be referred hack to the Executive Conmittoe 
Poy + ation” 
Ealing object to . party meeting beime Hela and @ecdsatons 
beint racisterod i? these Gocisions wore wom ected upon by tau 


trusted t further time 
questions that had 
nother deloraty ac 
at ScUus 


cod = .t 


sed as provincial mombers Wergepresouae 
solution was Gd, eeu A 
item for discussion (xiii) Zxecutive Gomaittee “hot branenes sho 
ho 2ouaved Lo bulle uy the necetsare’ Oreeiiisation ga 6 anosen 
co ituency! : 
Paddington acrged timt orenaies should bo enoouraeed sai amo 
thuy should not need that encourazement. There should be ennva 
in brenchos! arsag to wake the party known, Give membore 
to Jo Who are not sble to write Or Sbe@k, RBranehes shovidues 
wit: u view to Fighting eleotiona, 


Resolution - May (Psddingten) and Mertons (#anchestear) 


con*arence recomuyunds thet prpanchr 
up the nesecsary orvantsation In 4 


omrittae 


siould not be spent In discussing 
Slruidy beon filly deslt with by party mombers, 
the questions srould 2z2in be 


"Shovld branches seat 


‘gs should be gnoonrare 
chosen constttneney" 


Pogo 15 
thon: i th oy 8495 

‘ rion that thw necersury Orpen \antilon included 1 

as nunier of halla, wards ete., ovoviding means of 

a ab lis ie mamibems For te cumbsign, and the tine to do this 
OME Ho showid uct os af elections were moing to be held in 

: neue few wonthe., “<nothayp Paddington delacnte a. ic that we 
‘id hacome ssquaintsd with te metiods of Pinning elections , 


T\ onposit ion Li war said that ‘ntoreetion could he netcined at 
tira of the slection aa that ssmbers woulda be sctier enrived 
‘ other tuairea at the praesent tine. 
Resolution Ga, @B<7, 
I'or for disensaien (XIV) Bieoutive Gorviting "Shall wrt! 
ineton gonestiimency he contested at any “utiure b e-cleostion or 
‘yal olaation * 
Kosolution - Jastipran ond “innt (Paddisizton) Mar ke 4 aan . 
ia of the opinion thas the orth MA dndiayeton ae LiLcoue 6 Gontest 


ed ot any Sotume election, and tf doeslirie at a bye-c sation 
should the oaneston arice™ 
Amendment = Adama and Mattmews (Sdewsre) ; ington 
corstituensy ba curterto® «at any ruture clostion eg eg al 
branch ‘ts ctrone cnoush to copa adequately V4ith che tus oe sg Gav : 
Amendment - Ditrey od Lowurd (Rloonshury) That the © ggg of 
contesting Worth Psedington be deferrod until vleotion tim 


Mat forth Madu iusto 


i ; ° ale ad viork we. ri Ae 
Paddtneton said Sn vot of he «round 11 ee ae 
ned suawerine tho amendment anid that no brinch Wes dinoly a e 
in a DOS ition to firzht the next election on Ste own, fattle the 


arcrn now und tris wilt civa un 4 of tiie work to be donc, 
Blooambury cli a lah F it wes remature to GAx on 2 constituency 
nt amen “7 e possibility o Vler conatituenctss should be 


oousicered, 
Bd:ware 4 nt Lost 4=3:! 


c 
Bloomsdury 1s nt t 16-30, 
Pre C ~a0lution Of, 62-6, 

Rosolution = liters 1a Pilling (Paddin¢eton) "that + is conferance 
i2'cos 3 £.6, to set up permenant central mwarlvamentary 
sommittees to co-or to the part's electoral xativities 

Ga, JG. 
& 
° Rerolution - Til Diterns (Paddineton) “That terete conference 
4s Pal an that a4 fhe oresont stare of the oarty's develop~ 

° mont nart . moncenteite on varlliamentary rether than 
; unia aa) : ul 

ssodiwuton = Leerancs M'Aypoy (Blounsiury) "Phat thie resolution 

99 fo pred t Latucn: Delerate Mocting” Acd, 


(5) LIER un (oR) 


T v Mies 1 (wi) (vid) (WE aia (Giga 
AGSOL } : j 


; vito < ‘Loner (Muncke: to d Howard (Tloomshbury) "Tlat the 
revort of the 42nd #.G. » ed ec and item: for aibnayasion vil, 
vil, vi tf in bo vefermd tha Autumn Delesute Meetine" Aga, 

a MxREGS 
wind corference the sheipstin introduosd Compedes Mpg. 
Or 4, Iroustle (fr.) (two of ihe thres vormirine fSaunder 
rs " the purty) to tha con“ereree, It was acpeed to send 
rate. rAL are ta the tuird founder mester, Comrene @. Bing. 
who woe nne=le to be hae 
Conteronce temiinated at G pom, on Suvday 2ist April, 1946, 
at a cryywe 
bs ; wat wale GE OVERS 
Rusby Ch BOATS, Loudon, Wit. L.. Gonaral Secretary, 


Tere ees ares 


lst Dany - 58 delegates representing 23 branches 
Qnd Day - 56 Hy at oi si 

Brad Day = 50 ul y oe Mi 
Dagenhom branch was not reoresonted, 


Collestions anounting to £16.18. 6 were taken during 
tre proceedings, 


